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“C I ?” the frat guy wearing a blue and white

checkered shirt asked.

“Sorry,” I said, shooting him an insincere smile. “I don’t give out my

number to customers.”

The red-cheeked kid leaned over the bar and said, “I drive a BMW.”

“I’m really more of an Audi girl.”

He blinked at my response and then smiled. “You’re funny. I like

funny.”

Shelly snorted from somewhere behind me.

“I can get you into the best clubs in Dallas,” he said, trying again.

“But we’re in Waco,” I reminded him. “I don’t care about Dallas.”

He reached into his wallet and pulled out a fifty and slid it across the bar

to me, his eyebrows raised.

“You’ve got to be kidding me,” I sputtered. “Did you just—do you think

I’ll…”

Two men stalked into the bar, immediately drawing my attention. They

were older than the usual crowd of college frat guys and douchey

accountants in khakis. Mid-thirties if I had to guess.

One was blond and tall. He was lean, but I could tell he was in good

shape.

The other…

The other was taller than his friend, muscular, swarthy, and trouble.

Both were tatted to high-heaven and I had to stop myself from

swooning at the sight. I was a sucker for body art.

An idea popped into my head. “Excuse me a second,” I said to the guy

who’d just tried to pay me fifty bucks to sleep with him. “My boyfriend just

got here.”

I ducked under the bar at the service station and walked across the

battered wooden floor, which was in desperate need of a refinish. With

nerves jangling in my body, I sauntered up to the dark-haired man. As I

approached him I realized he was taller than I originally thought. His jaw

was covered with dark stubble and his brown eyes looked down at me.

“Hi,” I said, wetting my lips in nervousness. When he didn’t say

anything, I took a step closer. “I need you to do me a favor. I need you to

pretend to be my boyfriend so that prick at the bar leaves me alone. I’ll let

you drink for free tonight. You and your friend.” I finally managed to

glance away from the man who had yet to appear as though he’d heard

anything I’d said. But the moment I took my eyes off him he decided to

move.
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